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 1910.] Reviews of Statistical and Economic Books. 439

 We hope that the Registrar-General will spend his leisure
 moments, before next year's schedules come in, in studying these
 and other results and devising tabulations which will enable the
 author in his next edition to include returns from England. That
 the new question in our coming census as to the number of children
 to a marriage can lead to interesting tables is abundantly shown in
 this volume; and that the results obtained will have very important
 sociological bearings is evident from the pages relating to fertility
 in different classes.

 After the "secondary" statistics, we have one chapter on the
 statistics of divorce, at the end of which the volume abruptly stops.

 We wish that the author could arrange for an English translation
 of the whole series to be published at the same time as the final
 numbers; and we suggest, with all deference, that more attention
 may be paid to clearness of the headings of the tables inserted.

 A.L.B.

 3.-Le coAt de la vie. Par E. Levasseur. 33 pp., 8vo. Brussels:
 Revue Economique Internationale, 1909.

 The article bearing the above title, which appeared in the Revue
 Pconomique Internationale in May of last year, presents the results of
 an inquiry into the prices paid for the principal articles of food at
 70 French Lycees selected and grouped so as to illustrate the
 differences due to geographical situation, and also the differences
 between the larger and the smaller establishments. It is not wholly
 clear that the comparisons given express the effects of the scales of
 purchase only, as the relation of the position of the institutions to
 the centres of supply is not the same for the larger and smaller;
 that is, they do not, apparently, in general represent markets quite
 identical.

 The results obtained are compared by M. Levasseur with those
 expressed in various index numbers compiled in France and in other
 countries, such as, for example, that of Mr. Sauerbeck for England.
 Some comparisons are also made with other records relating to prices
 of the same or similar commodities in France, such as the prices
 paid by one of the great railway companies and by the Assistance
 publique.

 The study of these various comparisons in detail will interest the
 students of price statistics, but it will be sufficient to refer here to
 the general results attained. These are expressed in index numbers
 calculated on the basis of ioo for the average prices of the years
 1895 and 1900. The data secured relate to the vears 1880, 1885,
 1890, 1895, and to each of the years 1900 to 1908, and the prices of
 20 articles of food were secured and used in compiling these numbers,
 together with the price of coal. The general price index resulting
 from the calculations fell from iiI9 in 1880 to I04-2 in 1885, and
 thence gradually to 99-3 in 1900. From 1900 to 1906 the fluctua-
 tions were slight, the greatest movement being a fall to 98-o in
 1905, from 99-9 in 1904. The upward movement after 1906 was
 rapid, and the index number for 1908 was Io6'5.

 The tables and diagrams given in the article show that the
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 fluctuations were generally similar in tendency, but less in range,
 than those of the well-known index numbers of wholesale prices.
 M. Levasseur's numbers represent prices of articles purchased in
 substantial quantities by contract, not ordinary retail prices. Most
 of the articles are represented in the records for the different geo-
 graphical grouips, but not all, so that the general averages for these
 groups are not quite comparable. The process adopted in averaging
 is not explained. An attempt to verify the assumption that a simple
 arithmetic average was used, working from details for 1908 which
 are printed, was not successful. A.W.F.

 4. -L'organisation syndicale des chefs d'industrie. ?9tude sur les
 syndicats industriels en Belgique. Par Georges de Leener, professeur
 i I'Universit6 de Bruxelles, assistant 'a l'Institut de Sociologie
 Solvay. 2 vols., 8vo, xx + 395 and xxi + 580 pp. Vol. 1. Les
 Faits. Vol. 2. La Thldorie. [No. 5 of the series of E9tudes sociales of
 the Institut de Sociologie Solvay.] Brussels: Misch and Thron,
 1909.

 The author's previous work on industrial syndicates in Belgium
 rapidly passed through two editions, and it is in response to the
 call for a third that he has prepared the present treatise, which not
 only brings down to the year 1908 the information contained in
 the former volume, first published in 1903, and supplemented by
 information derived from a recent thorough inquiry into the facts,
 but is practically a new work, in the first volume of which the
 results of that inquiry are systematised and in the second the theory
 is developed. A scientific investigation of the phenomena of the
 movement is, indeed, essentially necessary. The author defines an
 industrial syndicate as any group, temporary or permanent, of chiefs
 of industry united with the object of realising a collective accord on
 the conditions of production. These conditions may relate either to
 employment, to sale, or to purchase. The author does not include
 in his research syndicates of speculation, such as "corners" and
 "rings."

 M. de Leener is not of opinion that the modern industrial
 syndicates are a direct continuatioil either of the ancient Roman
 professional corporations or of the mediaeval guilds, though in some
 respects they exercise the same functions. Their methods are clearly
 distinguishable. In his view the earliest appearance of groups of
 the kind was in England, where they existed as far back as 1590;
 their origin in Belgium goes back to 1828. For England, the
 author divides thenm into amalgamations and associations, the
 former equivalent to the American trust, the latter to the German
 cartel. The French " comptoir " is a modification of the cartel. A
 recent development is the establishnlent of international syndicates,
 such as the Borax Consolidated Company in 1899. His opinion is
 that, since 1875, the syndicate organisation has become a general
 fact in the great industries of many countries, and will be a
 permanent element of the industrial world.

 So far as regards Belgium, M. de Leener considers the several
 industries separately under 14 heads, describing for each the origin,
 the legal constitution, the methods of action, and the results
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